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rested, all our proceedings ought to be 
and public. They should be of such a character as 
to challenge the approbation of the world. 


reaver 


‘Mr: Marcy to Mr. Soulé. 
“ Extracts No. 19.” 
DEPARTMENT OF tied 
. Wasttineron, Aug. 16, 1854. 

Preree Sours, Beq., &o., &e., Madrid‘ ' 

Six: 1 am directed by the President to suggest 
to you a particular step, from which he anticipated 
much advantage to the negotiations with which 
you are charged on the subject of Cuba. 


great object in view, or at least sada, gts Scum 
to ite successful consummation. 

‘Under these circumstances it seems desirable 
that there should be « full and free interchange of 
views between yourself, Mr. Bocuanan, and Mr. 
‘MAson, in order’ to secure @ concurrence in refer- 


ence to the general object. 


The simplest and only very apparent means of 
attaining’ this end is for the three Ministers to 
meet as early as may be, at some convenient point, 
sey Paris, to consult together to compare opinions 
as to what may be advisable, and to adopt measures 
for perfect concert of action in aid of your nego- 
tistions et Madrid. “While the President, as I 
have before had occasion to state, has full confi- 
dence in your own intelligence and sagacity, he con- 
ceives that it cannot be otherwise than agreeable 
to you and to your colleagues im Great Britain and 
France to bave the consultation suggested, and 
thus to bring your common wisdom and knowledge 
to bear simultaneotsly upon the negotiations at 
Madrid, Lendon and Paris, 

If you concur in these views, you will please to 
fix time. when you can’ repair to Paris, or to 
such other convenieut point. 


“OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE OSTEND 
CONFERENCE. 


The following 1 te the binant ope inate to 
ad ent-eciger, Nad of the results of the cele- 
brated Ostend Convention : 

rey sonecateen +3 ap eng 
To. Hen. Wa. L. Marcy, Seoretary of 


respectively to that effect, have met in conference, 


first at Ostend in Belgium, onthe 10th and. 1}th |: 


inst., and then at Aix La Chapelle in Prussia, on 
the days next following up to the date hereof. 
There has been a full and unreserved interchange 
of views and sentiments between us, which we are 
‘most happy to inform you has resulted in a cordial 
coincidence of opinion on the grave and important 
subniitted to our consideration. 
‘We have arrived at the conclusion and are thor- 
convinced that an immediate. and earnest 
effort otght to be made by the Government of the 
United States to purchase Caba from Spain at any 
fer which. it’ can be obtained, not exceeding 
sum of dollars. 
The proposal should; in our opinion, be made in 
such « manner as to be presented through the ne- 


| cessary diplomatic forms to the Supreme Constitu- 


eng Cortes about’ to be. assembled., this mo- 
mentous question, in which the both: of 
Spain and the United States are so deeply inte- 
frank 


We firmly believe that in the progress of human 


of Spain are as seriously involved in ¢he sale as 
those of the United States in the purchase of the 
Island ; and thet the transaction will prove equally 
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Seeakie et Wad react ied mindless 
irresistible te and @ source of immense 
profit to needy and avaricious officials, who to attain 
their end, seruple not to trample the most sacred 
principles under foot. 

The Spanish Government at home may be well 
disposed, but experience has proved that it cannot 
control these remote depositories of its power. 

Besides, the Commercial Nations of the world 
cannot fail to perceive and appreciate the great 
advantages which would result to their people from 
a dissolution of the forced and unnatural connec- 
tion between Spain and Cuba, and. the annexa- 
tion, of the latter to the United States. The trade 
of Engfind and France with Ouba would, in that 
event, assume at once an important and profitable 
character, and rapidly extend with the increasing 
population and prosperity of the island. 

But if ‘the United States and every com- 
mercial nation be benefited by this transfer, the 
interests of Spein would also be greatly and essen- 
tially promoted. She cannot but see what such a 
sum of money as we are willing to pay for the 
island would effect in the development of her vast 
natural resources. 

Two-thirds of this sum, if employed in the con- 
struction of a system of railroads, would ultimately 
prove asource of greater wealth to the Spanish 
people than that opened to their vision by Corres. 
Their prosperity would date from the ratification 
of the treaty of cession. France has already con- 
structed continuous lines of railroads from Havre, 


day when Spain shall find herself in a condition to 
extend these roads through her northera Provinces 
to Madrid, Seville, Cadiz, Malage end the frontier 
of Portugal. 

This object once accomplished, Spain would 


come 0 conten af eaneiins Be ine Karelia aha : 


and secure @ permanent and profitable market for 
her various productions. Her fields, under the 
stimulus given to industry by remunerating prices, 
would teem with cereal grain, and her vineyards 
would bring forth e yastly increased quantity of 
choice wines. Spain would speedily become what 
a bountiful Providence-intended she should be— 
one of the first nations of Continéntal Europe, rich, 
powerful, and contented: 

Whilst two-thirds of the price of the island would 
be ample for the completion of her most important 
public improvements, she might, with the remain- 
ing forty (million) thousand, satisfy the demands 
now pressing so heavily upon her credit, and oreate 
@ sinking fund; which would gradually relieve her 
from the overwhelming debt now paralyzing her 


Such is her present wretched financial) condition, 


that her best Bonds are sold upon her own Bourse 
at about one-third of their par value, whilst another 
Class on which she pays no interest have. but a 
nominal value, and are quoted at about dne-sixth of 
the amount for which they were issued. 

Besides, these latter are held principally by Brit- 
ish creditors who may, from day to day, obtain the 
effective interposition of their own Government 
for the purpose of coercing payment. [ntimations 
to that effect have been already thrown out from 
high .quarters, and, unless some new: source of 
revenue ghall enable Spain to provide for such ex- 
igencies, it is not improbable that they may be 
realized. 


- Should Spain reject the present golden opportu- 
nity for developing’ her resources, and removing 
her financial embarrassments, it may. never again 
return, 

Cuba in its palmiest days.never yielded her Ex. 
chequer, after deducting the expenses of its Gov- 
ernment, a clear annual income of more than a 
million and a half of dollars. These expenses have 
tnereased to such a degree as'to leave a deficit 
chargable on the Treasury of Spain to the amount 
af sia. Pontend fovnane tein. 

a pecuniary point of view, thetefore, the 
saeah ech Weeki instead 


yield to Spain one per cent. on the large amount 
which the United States are willing to pay for its 
acquisition. 

But Spein.ia in immipent danger of losing Cuba 
without remuneration. 

Extreme oppression, it is now univergally admit- 
ted, justifies any people in endeavoring to «relieve 
themselves from the yoke of their oppressors. 
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State, who de-" 
/ Old World.and the New, and thus save a large. ag- 
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tion to the rulé, because although we might have 
claimed them/by-the right of conquest, in a just 
way; yét we them ‘for ‘what was then 
pags alguna ap nent: igi 
lent. 

Que.paak hidiory forbids that we should acquire 
the Island of Ouba. without the consent. of Spain, 
unless justified by the great law of self-préeserva- { 
tion,, We mugt,in any event, preserve own 
conscious reetitude and our own self 

Whilst purstiing this course, we can afford to 
disregard the ensures of the world to which we 
have been ¢o often and so unjustly exposed. 

After we’ shall:have offered Spain a price for 
Cubs far beyohd:its present value, and thi# shall 
have been refused, it will then be time to consider 
the question, does Cuba in the possession of Spain 
seriously 
istence ef our Union? 

da nik di laieonen actaciia tigeaaitece: 
tive, then by, every’ law, hidman and divine; we 
shall be justified in wresting it from Spain, if we 
possess the power. And this upon the very same 
principle that would justify an individual in tearing 
down the burning house of his neighbor if there 
were no other means of preventing the flames from 

Under such circumstances we ought neither to 
count the cost mor regard the odds which. Spain 
might enlist against us. We forbear to enter into 
the question whether the present condition of the 
Island would justify such a measure. We should, 
however, be recreant to our duty, be unworthy of 


our gallant forefathers and commit base treason: 


against our posterity, should we permit Cuba to be 
Africanized andbecome 2 second St: Domingo, 
with all its attendant horrors to the white race, and 


_ suffer tha flamem.to extend to our neighboring 


We fear that the course and current of events are 
rapidly tending towards such a eatastrophe. We, 
hewever, hope for the best; though we ought cer- 
tainly to be prepared for the worst. 

We forbear also to investigate the present - 
tion of the question ‘at isste between the United 
States and Spain. A long series of injuries to our 
people have been committed in Ouba by Spanish 
officials, and are unredréssed ; bat recently @&mos’ 
flagrant outrage on the rights of American citizens 
and on the fleg ef the United States was perpetrat- 
ed im the harbor of Havana, undes circumstances 
which, without immediate redress; would have jus- 
tified & resort to measures of war in vindication of 
national honor. ‘That outrage is not only unatoned, 
but the Spanish Government has deliberately sanc- 
tioned the acts of its subordinates, and assumed the 
responsibility attaching to them. 

Nothing could more impréssively teach us the 
danger to which those peaceful relations it has eve, 
been the policy of the United States te cherish with 
foreign nations aré constantly exposed, than the 
circumstances of that case,—situated as Spain and 
the United State are, the latter haying forborne to 
téesert to extreme measures, 

But this course cannot, with due regard to their 
own dignity as an independent nation, continue. 
And our recommendations now submitted are dic- 
tated by the firm belief that the cession of Cuba to 
the United States, with stipulations as beneficial 
to Spain-as thosp suggested, is the ofly effectual 
mode of settling all pest differences, and of secur- 
ing the two countries against future collisions. 

We have already witnessed the happy results for 
both countries which followed a: similar arrange- 
ment in regard to Florida. 

Yours, very y, 
‘(Gigned) “JAMES BUCHANAN. 

JOHN ¥: MASON, - 
“ PIERRE SOULE. 
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‘Special Dispatch to. the New-York Daily Times. 


i Waswinoron, Monday, Mareh 5. 
“A somewhat fierce debate occurred in Executive 
session of the Senate on Saturday night, on the 
oF Boa of Mowrooweey Braik, son of Fran- 
crm P. bein be Solicitor of the new Claims 
made tohim was a doubt as 
Se hulhee Ss et peed or not On the Slavery 
suspicions being entertained that he 
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gregate of valuable time and the cunsane 0 
mense sums of money. These 
siderations which ought not to be 

As I have'stated in rteertoterbowd ote after 
the originial Contract had been entered into, Gov- 
ernment found that to secure all the important ad- 
tanges desired to be attained, it was necessary to 
ask. of Mr, Corzine greater efforts and: greater 
outlays than had been anticipated, in order that he 
might counteract and overcome the multiplied ob- 
stacles which our British rivals were placing in 
the way of our success; and under these circum- 
stances Congress voted to increase bis compensa- 
tion, reserving to iteelf—reserving “ to Congress—” 
the power to discontinue this extra appropriation 
upon six months notice at any time after 1854, Mr, 
CoLLine went on with his enterprise, and obtained 


the» United States, counted by millions per 
annum. But he desired to do still more, by build- 
ing another and greater ship than any henow owns, 
to cross the océan in still less time, and so main- 
tain the American preéminence inthe mercantile 
marine. Having, by his energy and enterprise, 
established the fact, that the threatening ‘ notice” 
hanging over his head was not necessary to ensure 
his performance of his ‘contract, Congress, at the 
present session, thought proper to repeal its own 
power to give that notite; wliereupon Dictator 
Pierce steps in and tells Congress that they are a 
set of corrupt spendthrifts—that he don’t think it 
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for the interests of. the Country that Congress Sp 


should place out of its hands.a power. which it 
had reserved to itself, and that therefore he chooses 
to violate the Constitution by giving it a forced, un- 


pared for such an act of tyranny as this? I trust not. 
Fraxetis Pisros will yet learn thatthe veto 
power is not an element of popularity, 
‘upon which a weak, vascillating, ill-judging Presi- 
dent can draw ad libditiim, in the expectation that 


his capacity for mischief may:blind the world to | 


the want of moral power over the affections, senti- 
ments or respect of the masses. 

Now that the battleiis over, 1 may say that the 
Collins’ Appropriation as passed isin becter shape 
for the interests of the Company, in my opinion, 
than wes the vetoed bill ; but the latter-was by far 
the best for the country—because it . provided for 
the building of another great ship which would 
have cost the Company a gréat deal of money to 
construct and to run on the one haad, while on the 
otKer, it would have reduced still further, I cannét 
doubt, the time between the United States .and 
Europe, and so have been of additional advantage 
to America. The Appropriation, as passed, calls 
for.no new exertions by Mr. Cot.ins, entails -no 
additional expenses upon the line, and continues 
the compensation heretofore allowed ; and it is a 
remarkable fact, that at no time during the session 
has there been any serious disposition on the 
part of Congress to discontinue any part - of 
that Appropriation, until the Administration 
sent the word into the House last night, after the 
veto, that the “notice” must be given. An at 
tempt to rally the Opposition forces upon that is- 
sue was made, .but failed most miserably. Such 
men as Gov, A1cen, Messrs: Oxx and Boyce of 
South Ceroline, and many others equally high- 
toned, ’ refusing to engage in any such dirty work at 
anybody's bidding, So Mr. Campotce has gained 
just tiothing., He has been beaten out of sight in 
his attempt to destroy the ‘Collins Line. All his 
machinations have failed, except in procuring a 
veto, and if he and his chief can stand the recoil of 
that, I rather guess others can. ‘The next Congress 
certainly will not do Campnety’s: bidding aid give 
the notice ; and when the Congress chosen in 1856 
is elected, the Pierce and Camppext interest 
don’t seem likely to have any very extensive infla- 
ence over it, 

There is something very singular about this veto. 
The day before it came in the President told a dis- 
tinguished Senator, as I am informed, that he 
would approve the bill: ‘The ides of a veto of an 
Appropriation bill under these circamstances was. 


deemed utterly preposterous ; and the most intelli. ’ 
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